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1. Left “Flame" | Right “Earth”

2. Left "Untitled”

1. &2 (%) | A (B

2. % ($ERE)
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3. E(=va-) | A (EE)
4. & (ERE) | A (dLisE)

3. Left “Mango” | Right “Untitled”
4. Left "Untitled” | Right “Hokkaido”

2T HIEERB | 248 x175mm | RTyFTv o, BEnE

All unknown | 248x175mm | sketchbook, colored pencil
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MINAMI Hideo

1959-
Resides in Kyoto Prefecture
Affiliation Mizunagi Gakuen Social Welfare Corp.

MINAMI Hideo fills his sketchbook with pictures composed of a variety of lines and
planes, based on his knowledge of optics and heavenly bodies. He previously worked at
a job where he used glass, so it's unmistakable that experience has a connection with
his current productions. (Surprisingly, his sketchbook of extremely colored works, which
includes his picture titled “The Beginning of a Sunset” is a collection of his very first works).

He says “Depending on the direction of light, the color will change”. The pictures he
produces from his unique way of thinking are different from the phenomenon of “light” that
we deal with as a matter of common consciousness on a daily basis, and the celestial body
of “the Sun.” The colors we treat as known, he reconstructs and portrays as unknown.

In the first place, re recognize the “light” that strikes objects as colors. But we cannot
draw “light” itself. His works, as opposed to being “pictures” are probably more correctly
referred to as “equations” or “formulas.” It also seems that the spectrum of light is
diffusely reflected by the equation of imagination.

MINAMI’s works carry our imaginations far, far away. If it's true that anyone in this
world can draw “distance” in a straight line sort of manner, then it's also true that they can
freely express in a similar manner “The Way". Both end up at the same destination, but the
scenery you see when you arrive may be quite different.

In these times of COVID-19, now that he can now longer move freely about, he
seems to go to various places in his imagination. In his head, He boards a train bound for
someplace, departing at some time, and heads toward the destination. We heard from a
staff member of the facility he is affiliated with that he went all the way to Nikko-toshogu
the other day. It seems that he is teaching us that the visible world is connected with the
invisible imaginary world.

[TK]
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Openign Ceremony

nber 11(Wed.) 2020, 14:00-14:20

m of Kyoto Annex

Date&Time

Venue: The Mt

Contents: Gratitude, Exhibitor introduction, Gallery tour

Partici

nt HIROKAWA Terufumi(artist), NAKAHARA Kou(Wakuwaku Non-profit Organization) ,YANAGIHARA
GUCHI Shintaro(Kyoto City KYOCERA

n of Art) , ARAKI Miyako(Japan Broadcasting Corporation Kyoto (NHK Kyoto)) , ASAYAMA

The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto) , K/

Naoki(Kyoto Prefecture) , KOUYAMA Toshiaki(Kyoto Culture Foundation) , SASAKI Johei(National

Institute for Cultural Heritage Kyoto National Museum) , NAKATANI Kaori(Kyoto Arts and Culture Foundation)
, NUMAZU M
ts) , HIGUCHI Yukio(Council for W

Katsuya(Association of Principals of Schools for Special

ciation of Craft
vith Cognitive D ties) , HIRAOKA
Education) , OTSUKI Kazumi(Kyoto
cal Disabilities) , HOSOI Shunsuke(Kyoto Broadcasting

eum of Art, Kameoka) , HATA Noboru(Kyoto

sako (Mizunoki M

Ifare Facilities for Pe

pl

Artis

Prefectural Association of People with Phy

pany Limited) , MORIK

System Con A Yoshiaki(Kyoto City Music Art Cultural Promoting Foundation)
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BIVE : & £ L BEESULEMTHEERE TRERTTTL RIS
i - fmee - Ufer! Arts and Documentary
B0 #FHEFAHT HEEREE. 7 b A —ER,

HABE. NPOEADLCDHL, EHER, FHEF

Because of COVID-19 situation, we considered that it would be difficult for people to actually
come to the exhibition, we filmed video of the exhibitions held at the Museum of Kyoto and the
CITIZEN PLAZA FUKUCHIYAMA, and made video records of each

In addition to the venue scenery and recording of the exhibits, at the Museum of Kyoto the
exhibition staff filmed comments about each artist. Also, at the CITIZEN PLAZA FUKUCHIYAMA

we interviewed the artists themselves, as well as family members, facility staff and associated

/ Kyoto Culture and Art Promotion Organization for People with Disabilities

)y Ufer! Arts and Documentary

C 1 Social Welfare Corp., Art Center GARAKU, KAMAKURA Toshie,
Wakuwaku Non-profit Organization, YOSHIDA Hiroshi, YOSHIDA Yoko

e cooperation: Mizunagi Ga
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Questionnaire

Q. Which exhibition and/or works made an impression on you?

A. SEO Hiromi

* When | looked at their eyes | couldn’t help but
wonder “What are they thinking?” and “What
kind of relationship do they have?” The animals
were more expressive, and the gap between the
works and the titles was fascinating. (20s/female/
disability-social welfare work related)

The figures and animals were nice, but the
backgrounds were mysterious and | wondered
what message they were trying to tell me. (70s/
male/media work related)

A. MINAMI Hideo

* | was captivated by the detail and delicateness
of the pictures. It says he's expressing light, but
| wonder how he himself sees the world. (20s/
male/student)

* In one straight line there were lines of varying
thickness, both thick and thin, so it made me
wonder what he was thinking when he drew that.
(20s/female/student)

A. KAMAKURA Akemi

| can't get the "NANDE KUSACCHUGA"
performance out of my head. | was able to see
a realistic lifestyle there that went far beyond
performance, and it was fantastic to feel so close
to it. (20s/female/disability-social work related)

* The act of using the phone, but without it just
being that, | found very stimulating and profound.
(40s/male/company worker)

A. HIROKAWA Terufumi

* These cardboard boxes which are more important
than life itself, | couldn’t help but wonder why
and with what intent he makes them. (20s/male/
student)

Cardboard wrapped around and around, as well as
words that wrap around and around in his diary.
| thought maybe by repeating things over and
over he cemented them into reality. (20s/female/
disability-social welfare work related)

A. YOSHIDA Kakuya

e | don't know why, but | felt on the verge of tears
quite naturally. The unavoidable though difficult to
accept fact of “death” seems to be something he
is trying to gradually accept through his creations,
and that captured my heart. (20s/male/student)

What if | lost a family member? | was made to
think about that a bit. That he could leave his
feelings and thoughts towards his family as works
of art was very nice, | thought. (20s/female/
student)
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Collected Answers:127 (The Museum of Kyoto :28 | CITIZEN PLAZA FUKUCHIYAMA:99)

[

Q. Please tell us what you thought about the exhibition

I N

Al

.

When asked what “art” is, it's hard to answer. But with this exhibition, | felt it's even more difficult.
But, regardless of “disability” or “art” or any such thing, | was simply drawn into the whole thing.
(20s/male/civil worker

When facing problems or events, we try to handle things by saying “well, it's like that, it can't be
helped” and deal with things without even looking at them though we can see them. When | saw
the works on display at this exhibition, | felt that each individual artist was facing problems head
on. | felt that I've become insensitive, and that there are things that | should care more about, or
treat more importantly. Also, | ‘d love to ask what the intent was behind the works themselves, but
maybe that would be impudent of me. (20s/male/student)

There are distances between ourselves and people and things, but keeping a comfortable distance
between each other, that is a very difficult thing, | think. With this exhibition, | was able to come
into contact with a variety of people, and their distances and their ways, and | was able to see
things from a viewpoint that | don't usually have. It was a very nice time. Thank you. (20s/female/
disability/social welfare work related)

| come every year. Every year, | feel the displays are getting better fancier. However, | think the
awareness of “symbiosis” may be getting a bit thin. | think it should not become just exhibiting
works for the works' sake. This time especially, | felt that there were far too few artists featured
who are based in Kyoto. | wonder if you can taste the raw sensation dynamically. We are in an age
in which we must think about coexistence and diversity. If you are a person in any way connected
with social welfare, then you should be thinking that these works must be protected behind acrylic
panels, closed up in a room, and explained nicely. You should show how you understand the
person, not the work. | think that is the approach we need to take to our neighbors who are living
now, and the tis how we will be able to truly talk about and embody symbiosis. (40s/male/art/
social welfare work related)
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It really was a spectacular exhibition. Both as a researcher who's been interested for
a long time in the creative activities of disabled persons, and as an art fan. The planners
for the exhibition were the folks at the Kyoto Culture and Art Promotion Organization for
People with Disabilities, who are putting the works of disabled people into a database and
hosting it online. The key point here is that the name of that site is “The Kyoto Archive
of Art by People with Disabilities” and not simply an archive of “Disabled Persons’ Art.”
Therein we find a place where we can think about the meeting of disabled persons and art,
and the meaning of coexistence. What made this exhibition meaningful to me was that |
felt a new possibility about the relationship between art and disability.

Among the works on exhibtion this time, there were many things that would not be
considered as “normal” artwork. Cardboard boxes with who knows what packed inside
them, stacked like a mountain on top of each other. A long, long roll of paper hung from
the ceiling that was a stairway connecting the artist to his grandmother in heaven. It was
an exhibition of works that a person not versed in modern art may ask himself “Is this
art?"” Possibly, even among staff familiar with the artists there could be people asking the
same question. Maybe to people in the region, connected with social welfare and disabled
persons, there were those who reacted like “What's so special about this?” We can see
these kinds of prejudices among many people, but they're nothing more than one kind of
“view."

However, that “view" is interpreted by the planner, one by one, very respectfully. Each
person has their own way of seeing things, and there is no single word with which we
can handle all of them. Thinking along those lines, we can carefully observe those closed
up cardboard boxes, and handmade folding fans, and take the time to ask ourselves what
the meaning is. In that way, the planners touched on the subtleties of the creators’ hearts,
which even people close to them could not reach, and sincerely though about how to
display the works. What is an exhibition but a structure of depravation. There's the ethics
of taking the objects away from the creators, worrying about it, and courageously stepping
forward believing the exhibition was a necessity. There is where “art” appears. This is not
a one-way depravation, but a mediation between the exhibitor and the artist, to introduce
the artwork to an audience, in other words a form of coexistence. From this exhibition, |
felt that they had taken a process that made me think that way.

In recent years, the number of occasions in which pro artists become involved
with disabled artists’ creative activities is on the rise. Even among the planners of this
exhibition, there are a number of artists active within the current art scene. Even so, the
number of true symbiotic, collaborative works is unexpectedly small. It's not uncommon
for the situation to fall into mere support, or unilateral exploitation. However, the planners
of this “The Way of Distance” exhibition were epoch-making in the sense that they
carefully clarified why this expression was created, and that led to a convincing exhibition.
| was delighted to be close to the expression of people with disabilities, and | also enjoyed
experiencing the real thrill of research-type exhibitions by artists. | heard that one of the
artists came to see the exhibition and was overjoyed to see his own work on display, and
that makes total sense.

That's why it's regrettable that the exhibition only lasted five days, even though it
was so carefully prepared over such a long time. If it lasted for just a little bit longer, | feel
that we could have provided a great place for learning for more people involved in art and
disability.
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Coexistence living together.
What problems lie therein, and what can be learned?

April 2020. We planned this exhibition named Symbiosis, and asked ourselves the
obvious, and answered too. At the time, the COVID-19 pandemic exploded, and before we
could notice, our old way of living had been lost. Along with that, we started thinking about
the invisible “distance” between each of us.

When we think about coexistence, we think we have to share something. Be it time, a
place, a way of thinking, whatever. When things don’t go well, problems arise. Then, what
we should pay attention to while trying to solve those problems, is the inability of both
parties to arrive at a mutual understanding between themselves, is it not? Even though
we are in the same world, we don't see the same scenery. No matter how close we get to
another person, we will never be the same. “We" will never be “I". There lies the distance.

We live our lives accepting that “distance”. We get close to each other, then move apart
from each other, rinse and repeat, and while taking a long time walking alongside each
other, we think about the things in the space between us. During that time, we may hurt
someone. Even so, the time and action we spend trying to understand the impossible to
understand other person, remains as a “Way". And, sometimes, that becomes a moving

expression.

We are all different people. But, what's before our eyes is another “|"” - a self that tried
to understand others in the same way we understand ourselves. And in addition to that, we
think about how we can take on the important things of others. There is no simple answer,
quite possibly from the beginning there is no answer at all. But, we face that head on,
and maybe at the end of our individual journeys of “distance” and “ways” a new scenery
spreads out before us.

Exhibition Planner
TERAOKA Kai (art space co-jin)
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2020 The Symbiosis Art Festival “The Way of Distance”

Artist

Venue
Session

Time

Attendees

Period of exhibition
Pieces exhibited

KAMAKURA Akemi, SEO Hiromi,
HIROKAWA Terufumi,

MINAMI Hideo,YOSHIDA Kakuya
The Museum of Kyoto Annex
November 11 (Wed.)
—November 15 (Sun.), 2020
10:00-18:00

689 people

5 days

80

Venue
Session

Time

Attendees

Period of exhibition
Pieces exhibited

CITIZEN PLAZA FUKUCHIYAMA
March 17 (Wed.)

—March 21 (Sun.), 2021
10:00-18:00

*17th from 13:00-, 21th until 17:00
145 people

5 days
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Organizer

Cooperation

Venue Construction
Design

Photo

Movie

Exhibition Planner

Kyoto Culture and Art Promotion
Organization for People with
Disabilities

Mizunagi Gakuen Social Welfare
Corp., Art Center GARAKU,
Wakuwaku Non-profit Organization,
Borderless Art Museum NO-MA
dot architects, NEWDOMAIN
TANAKA Tatsuya

IRIMAJIRI Saki

Ufer! Art Documentary

TERAOKA Kai (art space co-jin)

Associated
organizations
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The National Museum of Modern
Art, Kyoto, National Institute
for Cultural Heritage Kyoto
National Museum,Kyoto Culture
Foundation,Kyoto City KYOCERA
Museum of Art, Mizunoki Museum
of Art, Kameoka, Kyoto Arts and
Culture Foundation, Kyoto City
Music Art Cultural Promoting
Foundation, Kyoto Japanese-
Style painters Association, Kyoto
Association of Craft Artists, Kyotofu
shintai shogaisha dantai rengokai
(Kyoto Prefectural Association of
People with Physical Disabilities),
Kyoto shogaijisha oyanokai kyogikai
(Kyoto Council Association for
Parents of Children with Disabilities),
Kyoto teotsunagu ikuseikai (
Kyoto Hold Hands Society), Kyoto
seishin hoken fukushi suishin
kazokukai rengokai(Kyoto Family

Association for Mental Health and
Welfare Promotion), Kyoto chiteki
shogaisha fukushi shisetsu kyogikai
( Council for Welfare Facilities for
People with Cognitive Disabilities),
Association of Principals of Schools
for Special Needs Education, The
Consortium of Universities in Kyoto,
Kyoto Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, The Kyoto Shimbun
Co., Ltd., Kyoto Shimbun shakai
fukushi jigyodan( Kyoto Shimbun
Social Welfare Agency), Japan
Broadcasting Corporation Kyoto
(NHK Kyoto), Kyoto Broadcasting
System Company Limited,
Association of City Mayors in Kyoto
Prefecture, Association of Town and
Villages Mayors in Kyoto Prefecture,
Kyoto Prefecture, Kyoto City

Secretariat Office
Secretary General

Staff

art space co-jin
Staff

art space co-jin

KAMABE Masanobu (Support for
Persons with Disabilities Dept.
Chief)

KAKINOKI Mana, HIRAIWA Hironori
(Sports and culture/Artwork
Department for persons with
Disabilities Social Promotion Dept.)
IMAMURA Ryosuke, OGAWA
Shunichi, KAWAKAMI Katsura,
SEMA Akane, TAKANO lkuno,
TERAOKA Kai, FUNATO Ayako

Special thanks

NAKANO Ayumi (Mizunagi Gakuen
Social Welfare Corp.), TAKAHASHI
Kayoko (Mizunagi Gakuen Social
Welfare Corp.), YOSHIDA Hiroshi,
YOSHIDA Yoko, NAKAHARA
Kou (Wakuwaku Non-profit
Organization), NAKABAYASHI Kaori
(Art Center GARAKU),KAMAKURA
Toshie, SEO Naomi, co-jin supporter
(UMEZU Shohei, KURODA Shotaro,
CHAEN Atsuko, MOTOHASHI
Chiseko, SHIMOMURA Mariko,
HASEGAWA Hazuki, OSHIMA
Yoriko, FUJIWARA Sahara, OTE
Rie, OKAMOTO Yuri, IMAI Kumiko),
Nursing Volunteer IZUMIKAI
(TAKAHASHI Kimiyo, MIZUTANI
Yoshiko, UEHARA Michiko,
SUGAWARA Naoko, IKEZAWA
Akiyo, INOUE Izumi)
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